In my previous communication* an account was given of the con tact sensitiveness of elementary substances to electric radiation. It was shown that though many substances exhibit a diminution of con tact resistance, there are others, of which potassium may be taken as an example, which show an increase of resistance-an increase which, in some cases, lasts during the impact of electric waves, the sensitive element quickly recovering on the cessation of radiation. There are thus produced two opposite effects, which depend on the nature of sensitive substance.
As the normal action of radiation is to produce opposite effects on the two classes of substances, it would be advisable, in order to avoid confusion, to use a simple term to indicate these actions, and to dis tinguish them from one another, by calling the one positive and the other negative. The sensitiveness is found confined to the outer surfaces in contact, and not extended to the substratum; I have there-
